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Cadence - Screenplay Synopsis
Tagline: "You can find yourself in the strangest places”

The filmbegins with a break-in at the Natural Hi story
Museum a jar containing the pickled remains of a Dodo is
stolen by three nasked nen. The main character is Ben
Darlington an enotionally cold and arrogant 38 year old
TV producer..Ben is having a md-life crisis, he is
starting to question what he thought was inportant and
true, but because he is so divorced fromhis real self,
he has no idea where to start to put things right. He
hasn't spoken to his father Peter in over 15 years,
blam ng himfor his nother's death. His father is a rich
prog-rock nusician fromthe 1970's living in California
and dying fromthroat cancer. \Wen Ben gets a phone cal
fromhis father's lawers, he is dismayed to find out that
he won't receive a penny fromhis father's estate unl ess
he fulfils his father's dying wish to conplete the
nysterious "Project Cadence"” which his father started 10
years ago with Professor Vic Kovak at Caltech.

Peter | oves old books and his library in Big Sur is filled
with rare volumes. In 1998 he found a rare nmanuscri pt that
|l ed himto devel op "Project Cadence". The project is to
sanple the electric vibration emtted by every species
past and present and feed the results into a specially
desi gned conputer which can convert the individua
vibrations into notes the hunman ear can hear. The conputer
is linked to a piano which can then play this universa
chord. The theory is sinple: Every living thing has a

vi bration and depending on its genetic species vibrates

at a unique frequency. A nusical note is sinply the ear
translating that vibration into sound. If every |iving
thing' s unique vibration was sanpled into a conputer and
turned into a note, then this would be the perfect chord.
The father's theory was this was the chord of creation and
once played it would heal the universe, possibly bringing
about the second comi ng or endtinme or paradi se (dependi ng
which religion is subscribed to). For the sound wave to
envel ope the earth, (and for Ben to

collect on his father's will) he nmust play his Peter's
favourite piano, |inked to the conputer, at the el evated
points on three continents (G braltar, Antarctica, Big Sur
California), to set up equipnent as triangulation points
and finish sanpling the remai ning organisnms. In doing so
Pet er hopes Ben will hinmself go on a healing spiritual
journey to redi scover his love of nusic, find his true
self and forgive himfor the nother's death and let go the
past which he has chained hinself to - whilst also
finishing an inportant scientific project. Ben has to

| earn the code of enotional comunication through feeling
nmusic. To get connected to the real himhe nust learn to

| ove nusi c again.



But, Ben has devel oped a phobia of nusic, and especially

t he pi ano, having found his nother dead, when he was 14,

at the sane piano he is now expected to play round the
world. To help himget over this, Peter asks one of his
session nusician friends, Rachel, 28, to help Ben get over
his fear and finish the project. At first Ben lusts after
her but eventually falls for her and she represents part
of his healing process. But Rachel is not all that she
seens. Ben decides to try to conplete Peter's project, not
just to get sone noney fromthe will, but he realises this
could be a nmedia circus and exciting TV project - plus he
al so gets to see the disappointnent in his father's face
when the "perfect chord" is played and not hi ng happens!
Over the followi ng nonths, Ben conmes to realise with
Rachel s hel p, that even though Peter |oved nusic nore
than anything he sacrificed this to try and save his

wi fe/Ben's nother. Ben has a sudden realisation that his
dad gave up nusic and even brought on his cancer by trying
to save her. Once he realises this,

he has a personal epiphany and forgives Peter and realises
that Rachel is the one. But when they play the chord it
reveal s a truth no-one had ever expected.

Cadence - Principle Character Studies.

Ben Darlington. 38. An egotistical, arrogant and
enotionally stunted TV producer. H s nother died when he
was 14 and he blanes his father for the death. He has a
hatred for his father and hasn't spoken to himin about
fifteen years. Ben's inability to deal with his nother's
death has led himto have a very cold and cavali er
attitude to the wonen in his life, for fear that if he
opens up to them they will leave |ike his nother did.
Wrse than this he has becone a two-di nensional character
even to hinself. Ben feels nothings and projects an inage
that he's finding harder and harder to naintain - his rea
self is pocking out frombehind the wall and he can't stop
it. He loves the TV nedia and editing his programes
because it allows himto be in control of the projected
reality, this reflects his own personality. Ben was a keen
pi anist until his 14th birthday when he found his nother
dead at his father's favourite grand piano. Fromthat
nonent on, Ben refused to even play a note - partly
because he knows how nuch this hurt his father who wanted
himto followin

his footsteps as a nusician. He shut down enotionally and
becanme a focused and angry person. Ben is 5foot 9inches
tall and always well presented. Hi ghly intelligent and
perceptive, but al nbst sociopathic in his |ack of enpathy
for others.

Peter Darlington, 72. (Loosely based on the nusician Peter
Gabriel). Peter Darlington was an influential prog-rock
nmusician in the 1970's. Now he is fascinated by technol ogy
and the interaction between nusic and sci ence.



Peter is dying fromthroat cancer with arthritis -a
particularly cruel twist of fate as it means he can't sing
or play his bel oved piano anynore. He is open-m nded, Kkind
and forward thinking - the antithesis of his son, who he
is heartbroken no | onger sees himor plays the nusic that
used to give himso nuch pleasure as a child. Peter also
wote the nost beautiful filmscores. Ben got his | ove of
the filmnmedia world by hangi ng round sonme of the film
sets as a child that his father was scoring. Thanks to
this and other royalty checks, he is a nulti-mllionaire
but has invested his noney in his final project - Cadence.
He has a flat in Notting Hill and a |arge beachfront
property in Big Sur, California, with an Eden project
style bio-sphere in the grounds. Peter's dying wish is for
Ben to go round

the world and learn for hinself the inter-connectivity of
things and in doing so open up. He wants Ben to fee
reality rather than the manipul ated reality of his nedia
programes and life.

Rachel Dubi os, 28. Sl eek, gorgeous, highly intelligent.

At Peter's request, Rachel pretends to be nothing nore
than a piano tutor when she is first introduced to Ben to
hel p himpractice for the trip, but really she is a

trai ned psychol ogi st and confidence trickster whom Peter
nmet when she tried to rip himoff. She was part of a trio
of sexy wonmen set out to get as many
rich/fanous/scientist/artists to sleep with them so they
can sell their senmen. They have a special collection
device inside their uterus with liquid nitrogen to store
t he spunk which can then be sold on a special secret
website to the highest bidder. Everyone wants the spunk
because these peopl e have succeeded. Peter caught her and
t hey becane good friends.

Vi ¢ Kovak, 58. A professor of bio-mechanics at Caltech in
California, Vic still retains the greying ponytail of an
ol d hi pster who turned on, tuned in but refused to drop
out at Wbodstock. He lives in Haight-Ashbury and is a
free-spirit who shares Peter's |ove of nusic and

technol ogy. He and Peter were working on aural inplants,
so humans can hear nore than the current range of notes,
but project Cadence was just too tenpting and Vic agreed
to devote all his tinme to collecting the sanpl es necessary
to test the theory. He is Peter's right-hand man now he's
too ill to travel.

Pat Beuchanan, 37. The closest thing Ben has to a best
mate. Pat is also the half partner in Ben's production
conpany based in Soho. He is nmarried to Aggie a beautiful
Pol i sh teacher and they are trying for kids. Pat is |aid-
back but hardworking and is simlar to Ben in his drive
and anbition, but |ess arrogant and selfish. Pat enjoys
making tine for the finer things in life and works to live
rather than lives to work.



Cadence - the screenpl ay
1st Treatnent. Rough draft scene anal ysis.
Act 1 Scene la: Intro.

A hand delicately plays three chords on a piano. The
camera goes into the black key until the screen is filled
with black. Fromthis darkness a white square of I|ight
appears. The canera hol ds over this square of light until
the sil houette of three people appear round the edges. One
of the men lifts a kosh and smashes into the centre of the
light. It is an aerial view of a skylight.

Scene 1b: The Natural H story Miuseum London.

Ni ght M dnight. Three nen smash through a skylight at the
Nat ural H story Museum London. They drop down to the
fourth floor, using a well-placed bear as a stepl adder,
and progress with spotlights through the main hall wth
di nosaurs | ooki ng on di sapprovingly. They pass all the
rare | ooking finds and enter a side door. They nove to a
coll ection of | abeled drawers and pass the flashlights
over the wording. One of the nen taps the other on the
shoul der and noti ons he has obviously found what they're
| ooking for. It is a jar containing a preserved Dodo. He
smashes the jar and stuffs the decaying bird in a hol d-
all bag. They turn off their spotlights and nmake good
their escape.

Scene 1c: Soho Square, London. Day.

The tune "CQobvious Child" (Paul Sinon) plays as Ben
Darlington jogs round Soho square. He pushes hinself
harder and faster, a | ook of anger on his face. After two
final |aps he veers off and into a non-descript building
on Brewer Street.

Scene 1d: Yugen Films Ofices, Brewer Street.

Ben continues to job up the stairs and into the office.
Pat Beachanan is waiting for himand stops the watch as
he hits the desk. Ben is annoyed that he's slower than
usual . Pat asks himwhat the matter is and Ben tells him
to mnd his own business. Pat invites himto his party

t hat evening.

Scene 2: Pat Buchanan's House in Baker Street.

A party. Early Evening Ben arrives with a sneer that shows
he has an ego bigger than the Grand Canyon. Pat Buchanan

i ntroduces Ben again to his wife Aggie. Ben then neets
Adam an old classmate fromhis primary school. As they
rem ni sce, Adamrecounts a different version of events to
the ones that Ben recalls. Ben was bullied at school and
not the cool aloof god he thought he was. Ben questions
himas to who is renmenbering correctly, Adam assures him
that he's wong.



Ben interacts with a few nore nedia types and it becones
cl ear the conversation has put himin a bad nood. He neets
a coke head production manager girl and they | eave.

Scene 3 - Ben's Canary Warf Apartnent.

Late Evening Ben is in his Canary Warf apartnent, sane
night. It is a well considered intelligently designed flat,
but enpty inpersonal. Grl wal ks out onto his inpressive
bal cony. No nusic systemor CD s when she asks. She asks
why, he gets stroppy and ki cks her out. As she | eaves,

di sgusted, she picks the nearest object to throw at him -
a chi na Buddha, but in doing so, she dislodges sone books
of f the shelf. When he goes to pick them up he sees one

of themis a photo al bum He pours hinself a drink and
sits down on the sofa to | ook through. The dust shows it's
been a while. Inside are school photos, concert tickets,
fliers. Pictures of his dad on stage in a Pink Floyd style
gig, playing piano in the 70's. H's eyes fix on a photo

of himand his father playing piano together, both smling
and happy. We hear the three notes of a chord in his head
(a recurring thenme of the film like a child practicing.
He closes his eyes. But with suprene effort, conmes back

to the flat and chucks the al bumangrily back to the
bookcase whence it cane. He gets up and pours hinself

anot her large rumnoving out to the balcony to rum nate

on the view. The phone rings and it is fromJapan, telling
him his dad has had a fall on Mount Fuji. He is being
repatriated but he should be there to neet him Ben is

i ncredul ous knowi ng that his dad has cancer - what the
hell is he doing in Japan. Either way, he doesn't give a
shit and puts the phone down.

Scene 3a. Ben's dream

Ben is asleep on the sofa. The glass slips out of his hand
and he starts to dream He is in a |large marbl ed mansion.
From his POV as he wal ks past a mrror we see he is about
14 years old. He conmes to a | arge set of closed doubl e-
doors. He reaches out for the brass doorknob but is too
scared to open it. He wakes up suddenly and w pes away a
tear fromhis eye, chastising hinself for his weakness.

Scene 4 - Int. Yugen Filnms Production Ofice. Day

Ben's office. He is being excessively rude to his PA,
questi oni ng condescendi ng, arrogant. They di scuss the
problemw th the current project Ben's working on -
they' ve spent the last 6 nonths creating a backstory for
a guy they want to pass off as "real”™ in a celebrity Big
Brot her style house. They nake up a band of which this guy
pretends to be the | ead singer. However, he's got on so
well with the other fake band nenbers that he's forgotten
it's all neant to be a joke and is actually becon ng
successful with the band, and refusing to go into the
house. The phone rings. It is the hospital saying his dad
safely made it back to St



Georges, but with his cancer he has taken a turn for the
worse and is requesting to see him Pat enters and catches
the tail end of the conversation. He quizzes Ben if he's
going to visit the old man? Ben tells himto m nd his own
fucki ng business. During this exchange we can see Ben's
comput er screen which has an advert for Autism about a
child being trapped behind a Perspex screen, trying to
reach out to communicate, to feel. Strangely the child is
rem ni scent of the kid fromthe photo playing piano in the
photo | ast night. Ben's PA buzzes through that his neeting
has arrived. Pat takes the piss out of himthat he' s got
to open up sonetine and relax. No man is an island. He
shoul d thi nk about seeing the old nan. Ben gets angry
saying he's got a neeting now - don't ness with his head.

Scene 5: Int. Ben's TV Production Ofice Meeting Room Day.

Ben is in the mddle of a Media pitch neeting for

phot ocopi er corporate video to two grey nen who | ook |ike
t hey' ve been drinking toner cartridge for 30 years. He is
doi ng great until the powerpoint presentation shows a man
phot ocopyi ng his own face. It |ooks |like he is trapped
behind a glass wall and the white |light of the machine
scanning his face illum nates every hidden crevice. Ben
continues the pitch but he's lost his focus and starts to
struggle. Sweating and pani cky he excuses hinsel f and
rushes out the room and down the buildings white staircase
in ever faster circles. He kicks open the glass fire doors
and catches his breath against the wall. Hi's nobile rings,
bringing himback to reality. It's his father's solicitor.
The tal k of noney focuses his mnd into the present. The
solicitor requests that he neet himasap to discuss a
change to his father's will. Pat comes out to check Ben

is OK and after a brief discussing agrees to go with him
to the solicitors.

Scene 6 - The offices of M. Rock Hansey. Solicitor to the
st ar s!

Rock tells us Ben's father's backstory. Misician in the
70's, cutting edge nusician marrying technol ogy and world
nmusi c.

Scene 7 - Rock Hansey's reception.

Pat and Rock's junior Derek are watching through the

wi ndow. Derek has been preparing for the case by watching
on a TV screen a docunentary that Ben nade about Peter
Darlington, five years ago. It plays on and we get nore
of the back story through this. Pat discusses with Dave
the events with the father to bring Ben here. Ben even
made the docunentary but sent soneone else to do the

i ntervi ew because he still wouldn't speak to his father
since his nother's death. Ben has devel oped a nusic
phobia - especially for the piano, because he'd been
practising on his father's bel oved piano when he'd heard
the news of his nother's death.



But now he's becone such a cold hearted bastard that he
made the docunentary with Pat just coz he knew there'd be
noney init.

Scene 8 - Main roomof Rock's office.

Rock tells Ben about the changes to his father's wl|
since his fall in Japan. He will not be getting anything
or any future royalties unless he does two things asap.
The first is to visit himin St. CGeorges Hospital to find
out the second. If his father dies before the visit then
all the noney goes to a |l ady called Rachel. Ben asks who
the fuck Rachel is.

Scene 9a - Ext.

Hol born. Day Ben and Pat are wal ki ng down Lanb's Conduit
street discussing what has transpired. Through the debate,
Pat tries to convince Ben that he really should visit the
dad otherwi se he'll lose mllions. Ben shuts his ears and
wal ks off into the "Perseverance"” pub to drink his way out
of having to think about everything that's hitting him al
at once.

Scene 9b - The Perseverance pub, Hol born.

It is near closing time and Ben is ripped to the tits. He
has his arm around a crusty | ooking student/aussie
backpacker type. Ben is ranbling shit about how nmuch he
hates his life, as if this guy is a priest or therapist.
The student is being friendly and tells him he's happy
currently cycling a rickshaw round the Wst End, and says
if Ben is so mserable in his current career, why not take
sonme time out and drive a rickshaw? The cl osing bell rings
and Ben agrees.

Scene 9¢c - Ben's dream

Ben is cycling a rickshaw round Theatreland. He is wearing
an expensive suit and cycling |like a madnman, scream ng at
pedestrians to get out the fucking way. He's trying to
make |ights before they turn red and acting |ike the

angri est nost dangerous driver in London. H s passengers
are literally shitting thenselves. He cycles past Pat

com ng out of Boujis nightclub with two wonen on each arm
he tries to hail Ben, but he carries on his nad m ssion.
Ben pulls over to look in his wallet - it's enpty. He

| ooks down at his clothes, they are chavvy and dirty. He
reali ses the only way he can nmake enough noney to nmaintain
his lifestyle is to go see Peter. W see that the bolt
which joins the bike to the carriage is rattling and
working itself |oose, to reflect his mind losing grip of
reality. He sees the traffic |ight ahead about to go red
and he thinks in v/io if only he can get through on green
before it changes everything will be fine.



He doesn't and alnbst hits a pedestrian trying to cross.
The bolt snaps and Ben throws the bike away in perfect
anger, wal king back to the pedestrian and grabbi ng hi m by
the throat. As he throttles him the face beconmes his own.

Scene 10 - St Ceorge's Hospital. Private Room Day.

Peter Darlington lies on crisp white sheets with Chopin

pl aying softly. Ben orders that it be turned off before
he'll even talk to the old man. Peter agrees and asks the
nurse to | eave. They are alone at last. Peter drinks in
the view of his son who he has not seen for 15 years. He
seens pl eased and peaceful. Ben is cold, on edge and

anxi ous m xed with anger. Peter tells himhe may have
found a way to cure his cancer and indeed all the diseases
on earth because they are synptons of a sick world, not a
sickness in thenselves. Heal the world, heal the life on
that world. Peter tells himabout the perfect chord. The
chord of creation, a healing chord. He tells how he net
Victor Kovak in a bar in Al buquerque 10 years ago. Vic is
a Cal Tech phil osopher scientist. Every living thing has a
vibration due to the electrical field surrounding it and
the way it's nolecules are held in place. Vic created a
machi ne that could turn this vibration into a sound (as
all a nusical note is a vibration). Peter gave himthe

i dea of sanpling every living genus and species to cone

up with the idea of the celestial perfect harnonious chord.
The sound the angel s nade when heaven created the universe.
They have spent the last 10 years sanpling every genus -
all living things can be categorised as bel onging to sone
famly. Shark, Hono Sapien, Reptile, etc. 3 MIllion in
total. 500,000 of which are now extinct and so needed to
be "obtai ned" from various nuseuns around the world. Ben

| ooks at the copy of last nights Evening Standard on the
bed with the Natural Hi story Miuseum break-in and asks
Peter if he knows anything about it? Peter nods. Ben says
the cancer nust have spread to his brain - he's insane and
will get power of attorney to change his will. Dad says
too late, he's already given PoAto Vic. But, he'll gladly
give Ben his noney if goes to visit Vic in San Francisco
and helps himfinish the job. Wth Vic he has designed a
piano that links into the conputer to play all the sanpled
notes. To triangulate the signal so that it reaches around
the world it needs to be played and | eft as a continuously
| oopi ng recording at Caltech, G braltar and the Antarctic
500 south of Punto Araenas. He nust take the piano and
play it there to "Heal the world". Ben asks if he is the
fucki ng Messiah now? Peter rem nds himof the story he
made up for Ben as child to help him sl eep about a nodern
day fairy story about a nonster that eats children's

i magi nati on when they get to 14. Peter gives himtwo
tickets for San Fran | eaving the next day Says perhaps he
could take his girlfriend. Ben doesn't have one. Too cold.
"Son you're not happy, perhaps the nmusic can heal you too?"

Scene 11 - Int. Lap dancing bar. N ght.



Ben is discussing the days events with Pat. He has a

| apdance but is totally uninvolved and di spassi onate. Pat
gives himthe idea to treat it Iike the docunentary he
made on Peter, why not filmthe exploit, that way even
when it fails he can still make noney by selling it to TV
He'll still get to stick it to the old man! Wth this
nasty twi st Ben decides to do it. Pat gives hima pretend
doctor's certificate excusing his Tourettes Syndronme to
show to custons to explain why he's such a rude aggressive
prick! (Tourettes syndrone sufferers have to carry a
doctor's certificate when they fly.)

Act 2

Scene 12. Flying to San Francisco. Aircraft interior.
Virgin Atlantic 747.

Ben is watching a filmon his Iaptop as the plane flies
t hrough the evening sky. His eyes flutter and cl ose as he
starts to dream

Scene 12a. Ben's dream

He is a 14 year old child again and wandering through his
father's house at night. He cones to the |arge white door
and this time reaches out to open it. Inside he sees a
wonen in a white nightdress collapsed agai nst the bl ack
grand piano. Wth a jolt he wakes up, causing the |aptop
to crash to the floor. The Captain cones over the intercom
to informthen that they' re on approach to SFO airport.

Scene 13 - Vesuvio Café, North Beach, San Franci sco

Ben neets Vic. They discuss the plan and approach. Ben
says he will filmthe trip, but he has totally forgotten
how to play the piano. Vic tells himhis father has
organi sed a teacher to cone to his father's house in Big
Sur to help refresh his nmenory. Ben asks how Vic and his
father net.

Scene 13a - Bar in Al buquerque, New Mexico. 1997.

Peter discusses with Vic how close science is to isolate
the gene that controls artistic genius, but once they do
and parents can decide to make their kids genius's, what
value is there in that? Vic agrees and Peter goes on to
tell him about the Cadence Manuscript he found. Vic is
intrigued and they agree to neet up when he's back in Big
Sur .

Scene 14 - Big Sur, California

Ben is driving up the Big Sur coast road towards his
father's house near Hearst Castle. It is a perfect Spring
day al ong the inpossibly wi nding roads of Big Sur.

Scene 14 - Peter Darlington's Mansion, Big Sur



Ben drives up to the gates and heaves a big sigh in Big
Sur. Menories; nost of them unhappy cone flooding in. He
enters the grand mansion and dunps his bag in the hall

he passes photos and paintings of his childhood. Opens a
mai n doubl e door and recoils in visible horror - there is
his dad's bl ack piano, the one he found his nother
col | apses over when he was 14 . He fears it and resists
touching it. He sees the large scar of a knife down the
shiny black cover and touches it bitterly renmenbering. "He
never got that repaired you know" An old wonan, He turns
round to see Maria his old housekeeper, 20 years ol der
than he renmenbers but still smling the same. His first
instinct is to rush over and hug her, but he is changed
and cold and corrects hinself. She hugs himinstead and
says she hopes he nmakes it up with Peter before it's too
| ate. She had a brother whom she fell out with and never
said she I oved himbefore he died in a car crash. She
makes hi m sonme di nner and says Rachel, the piano teacher
will be here soon. After dinner Ben finds the Sonafl ux
machi ne his Dad created in the 1980's - a rough conputer
that turns nusic into light. Ben turns it on and watches
the beautiful lights dance off the walls for a nonent,

t hen di spassionately switches it off.

Scene 15 - The House. Pi ano Room

Rachel Dubios arrives. Ben is attracted to her instantly
but treats her with condescension and refuses to sit down
at the piano. She plays and asks what the first tune he

| earnt was. She plays it. He has another drink but as she
pushes himto play, his annoyance turns to fear and he
orders her to | eave. She says she will but HAS to cone
back as she nade a solem oath to his father that she
woul dn't quit until he was up to speed..

Scene 17 - St George's Hospital, London

Peter is lying in his private bed, he is smling and
listening to nusic whilst having a |ive webcam chat with
Vic in Cal Tech about how plans are progressing. Vic tel
him Ben is an uptight arsehole but has agreed to do it.
One last sanple is a Barbary Monkey from G braltar - they
can get it and then play the first triangulation point at
the same tinme. Wat | uck

S

Scene 18 - Shi pping the piano out to G braltar

Mont age of shots noving the piano and the team getting
ready for shipping out.

Scene 19 - Interior of a private jet.

Wi te | eather seats. Rachel sits down next to Ben on the
private jet. Vic is toying with sonme equi pnent in the
seats behind them surrounded by his support team Pat
comes aboard with soundman Jeff and they begin fil m ng.

10.

W start to feel the scale and seriousness of the operation.



Scene 20 - G braltar external shots
A nontage of external images of G braltar
Scene 21 - Top of Gbraltar, next to mlitary installation

Vic and Pat scout out the top of the Rock and try to trap
a Barbary Monkey. AS they work they discuss Ben and his
col dness, relationship with his dad, phobia of nusic. Pat
worries that Ben's coldness is a reaction to the enotiona
events currently going on and based on his panic attacks
in the neetings and so on, he worries for his nental
stability. He has never cone to ternms with his nother's
deat h.

Scene 21 - The Trafalgar, a Costa del Sol Bar

Ben and Rachel are getting slowy pissed in a Costa bar.
They are having a chat about her backstory.

Scene 22 - Cut to past. Rachel's Backstory

Rachel makes up a story (as Peter has requested) about
playing piano in a snall bar on Bourbon Street, New
Oleans, for tips. Peter is there cel ebrating and goes
backstage to neet her and is so inpressed in a fatherly
way, that he invites her to play session on his next tour.

Scene 23 - Trafal gar Costa Bar

Back in the bar Ben doesn't believe that she'd have the
balls to play in a New Ol eans bar. Rachel goes over to
where the piano is and starts playing "You re So Vain"
honky tonk style. There is obvious chem stry between the
two of them

Scene 24 - Ben's Rented G braltar Villa

Ben and Rachel are swimring pissed in the blue floodlit
pool . He kisses her and goes to renove her top. She backs
away and teases himto follow her into the house. He backs
her into the piano by accident and she lifts the lid
whilst in the throws of passion. She refuses to |let him
fuck her until he plays the first song he learnt. He tries
back has another panic attack and has to admt to her that
he has a nental block. He really CANT play it. She sits
down on the stool and starts playing, renoving her wet

cl othes as she does. His lust argues with his fear and
wins. He sits down next to her and starts timdly playing
t he descant of her tune. She tries to replace negative
menories associated with the piano with these new sexua
positive ones. She turns on the Sonoflux conputer and

fl oods the roomw th danci ng psychedelic Iight as they
make | ove.

Scene 25 - The G braltar villa

11.



12.

Morning after. Ben@ energi zed and up for the chall enge
of the day. Vic arrives in a | owl oader truck

Scene 26 - Truck internal and externa

They transport the piano up to the top of the rock in

spiral turns, first past the cafés and tourists then
towards the mlitary base at the top, nonkeys and nari nes.
They pass a mlitary checkpoint, but Vic holds out a

| etter which gets themthrough with a salute fromthe grunt.

Scene 27 - Top of G braltar

The first triangulation is done. Vic attaches the conputer
to the piano and Ben plays a third of the partial chord.
They | eave the beacon recording and relaying ready for
conpl eti on.

Scene 28 - La Butibanba Restaurant. Evening

The whol e team are celebrating in a restaurant on the
coast. The npod is upbeat. They discuss the next stage -
the far nore difficult Antarctic. Mninmal equipnment and
the piano will need to be transported on dog sled on skiis.

Scene 29 - ol dcrest Editing Suite, Soho, London

Ben and Pat are back in their production office in London
wat ching the first rushes of the project. They discuss
Rachel and it is clear Ben is only using her for sex. He
has no respect for her. Pat thinks he recogni ses Rache
from sonmewhere but can't remenber - she certainly doesn't
| ook |i ke any piano teacher he's ever seen. The phone
rings and it's Peter after a progress report. Ben is cold
and di sm ssive. After the call, Pat and Ben di scuss the
dad but Ben shuts down again and tells Pat to mnd his
busi ness.

Scene 30 - Harbour front. Punto Areanas. South Anmerica

The piano is being | oaded onto "The Caracas"” cargo ship
bound for the Antarctic. The team are dressed in cold
weat her gear and the nood is dark.

Scene 31 - On board "The Caracas" cargo ship

Stornmy weat her and storny noods. W neet the survival
expert double act who will |ead them safely across the
ice-shelf and glacier to a point high enough to set up the
relay and get triangulation. They are ex-special forces
and refuse to discuss where they got their snow training
fromon canera. They are the sane two peopl e who broke
into Natural Hi story Museum for Peter. Rachel is attracted
to one of them and Ben seens jeal ous.

Scene 31b - Ship's Canteen.



Pat tells Rachel that he really recogni ses her from
somewhere. She tells himher fake backstory. He is
unconvi nced.

Scene 31c - Pat's cabin.

Pat speaks to Aggie, his wife, via videophone. Over his
shoul der the canera nonitor is frozen on a picture of
Rachel . Aggi e asks who it is and | ooks nore carefully. Pat
tells her he recogni ses Rachel and Aggie tells him her
real nane is Patrizia Glgorovic. She was part of a trio
of three Polish wonen who tricked rich and fanous nen to
sleep with themand then sold their spermfor thousands

to people who wanted their children to be sired by the top
echel ons of society. Pat uses the ships internet to

doubl e-check and is proved right.

Scene 32 - Starboard. Night

| cebergs pass the side of the boat |ike silent

refrigerated clouds in the dark. Ben and Rachel have a row.
She says he has no right to be jealous of the attention
she's getting fromthe one of the survival experts because
Ben doesn't want her anyway. She calls himas cold as the

i cebergs. They have big row. He asks her what she's doing

t here anyway now t hat he knows the piano? She runs off

cryi ng.
Scene 32b - Starboard gangway.

Rachel runs straight into Pat who holds her and asks if
she's OK. She starts to wal k off, but he speaks to her in
Poli sh and she freezes. She confesses the truth and
expl ai ns that she is indeed an expert in psychol ogy as
wel | as a pianist and ex-lover of Peter. She recounts how
she tracked Peter down in New Oleans to try and steal his
spermvia a special liquid nitrogen container inside her
uterus. Peter was wise to it and instead of having her
arrested, he asked her to help himhelp Ben out of his
shut-off, hate-filled state and rebuild bridges. She tells
Pat that they are so close to conpleting the task and
hel pi ng Ben that he nustn't grass her up. Pat says he'l
give her until the chord is played to tell Ben herself.
Scene 33 - The Paxman lIce Shelf, Antarctica. The Piano is
bei ng pul | ed al ong behind a snow nobile. The others are

on snowmobiles with the two survival team Pat holds the
camera shakily on the back. Ben junps off his snowrpbile
and "Five Easy Pieces" Style rips off the piano cover and
starts to play as it rolls along. Black piano, white ice.

Scene 34 - Top of the Sol onon d aci er

The piano alnost slips at the top and Ben pulls it up |ike
De Niro in the Mssion, it is his tornentor and his

sal vation. He learns and struggles in a nonol ogue as he
heaves it back up.
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He has a revel ation about his relationship with wonen -
his nother's death has made himscared to be close to any
woman because he's sure they'll |eave. At the top of the
worl d he plays the piano and | ooks across at Rachel wth
cl ear eyes. Ben starts to allow for the possibility that
perhaps his father wasn't to blanme after all and it's
actually time to forgive him

Scene 35 - Bridge of "The Caracas”

Back on the ship he gets the call his father has died. He
flies into a rage. Rachel tries to confort himand it

seens for the first time he's needing her and trusting her.
She says that now his father is dead her obligation to
Peter is fulfilled. She tells Ben the truth and he pushes
her away in anger and disbelief that yet again he's been

| et down by a woman he trusted. Wrse than this, he feels
mani pul ated by his father and hates himwith a renewed
energy.

Act 3
Scene 36 - Caltech |l aboratories, California

Two weeks later. Ben is at Caltech lab neeting with Vic.
Pat is filmng. Vic tells Ben he mssed his father's
funeral. Ben refuses to talk about it. They prepare in
silence for the final chord playing.

Scene 37 -The | ate Peter Darlington's Mansion, Big Sur

It is the night before the chord is played. Ben is with
Rachel back at his father's house. She shows him a tape
Peter nade to be played on his death. At first he refuses
to watch it, but his nedia roots make himcurious - if
only to see howit's filmed. He discovers that his nother
actually commtted suicide because of undi agnosed bi - pol ar
depression. Peter had done everything to try and get her
hel p. She had cone to hate his nusic and because of his

| ove for her he gave it up, only allowing Ben to play in

t he soundproofed room On the day of her death Ben had

| eft the door to the piano room open whil st he played and
she was in such a black nood that she took her own life,

bl am ng Ben in the suicide note. Al these years Peter had
protected Ben fromthis know edge - even though it cost
him his relationshi p. When Rachel hands Ben the origina
note, he breaks down, finally letting go the past and
accepts his nother's illness was the only thing at fault.
He hol ds Rachel so tightly and asks her forgiveness and
for the forgiveness of his father. She tells himthat
despite the initial deception, she has genuinely started
to fall in love with himtoo. They enbrace as the sun
starts to rise over Big Sur. The clatter of equi pnent
bei ng set up echoes across the shale beach. Scene 38 -
Caltech |l aboratories, private area Anm d caneras, equi pnent
and unbel i evabl e tension and anticipation, Ben plays the
chord. .. Not hi ng happens.
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Scene 39a - The Late Peter Darlington's Mansion, Big Sur.

Ni ght Ben sits at the piano dejected. He gets up and | ooks
at the photo of his father. Suddenly the notif three notes
play and he turns around. It's his dad sitting at the

pi ano. Peter asks for his forgiveness for the deception
and tells himthe chord DID work after all - in playing
the chord Ben has now been heal ed: He's now capabl e of

| oving wonen. Has cone to terns with his nother's death,
forgiven his father, rediscovered his | ove of nusic and
got over his fear of the piano. Peter's cancer too is in
rem ssion and with the help of Vic's bio-technol ogy, his
arthritis is relieved enough for himto resune playing the
pi ano. Ben nmay not have ushered in the biblical peace or
"Act 5" of the universe but he has achi eved a peace for

hi nsel f.

Scene 39b - Hal | way.

The canera | eaves father and son in the piano room and
tracks down the hall to where Maria the housekeeper is
wat chi ng tel evi sion.

Scene 40. Sky News.

"Reports are coming in of a strange situation - it nmay
just be coincidence but no crinmes were reported happeni ng
today, no-one died in any wars and hospitals are reporting
no new adm ssions in the last 24 hours and a narked

i nprovenent in all current patients. This could be a fluke
but long may it continue!"”

Scene 41

The sun rises again over Big Sur and the Pacific Qcean.
Ext er nal

Fi n.
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